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SOUTH MEMPHIS BICYCLE SAFETY TOWN
Rebecca Hutchinson

Above , Below, & Top Center: Fort Collins, Colorado recently 
completed a new bicycle skills course. The course boasts a 
number of street and bikeway elements for users to experience 
in a safe setting, including a roundabout, protected bicycle 
lanes, standard bicycle lanes, and a railroad crossing. The 
course is located on a former parking lot, and is open around 
the clock for public use.

Above: A Safety Town isn’t a new idea locally. At one 
time Memphis had at least three safety town sites, 
including one at the Southland Mall in Whitehaven.

Above & Below: Another Safety Town that Memphis could use 
as inspiration can be found in Peoria, Illinois. This course offers 
elements as complex as a working traffic light and an overpass. 
The site mimics true streets with raised curbs, medians, and 
sidewalks.  Peoria’s course focuses on general traffic safety, and 
originated prior to the rise of on-street bicycle facilities now 
commonly found in Memphis and other cities.
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WALKER AVENUE TRAFFIC CALMING
Eric Neimeyer & Nicholas Oyler

EXISTING CONDITIONS

CONCEPT: 
Coordinating with residents along Walker Avenue, the project 
will identify ways to calm traffic and install these as a temporary 
demonstration. The demonstration project will last one month. 
Based on findings from the demonstration and residents’ 
response to them, the City will then move to implement all or 
some of the improvements in a permanent fashion. The project 
will focus on Walker Ave. from Third St. to Mississippi Blvd. The 
improvements may include:
• Traffic circles
• Bump-outs
• Enhanced and/or artistic crosswalks
• Striping re-configuration
• Advisory shoulders

ORIGIN:
Residents and stakeholders along Walker Avenue have issued 
complaints about the speed of traffic and the dangers present for 
people walking along the street. Due to the proximity of multiple 
schools, after-school care facilities, churches, and parks, a high 
number of vulnerable users (i.e. children and the elderly) walk 
along the street. The recent history of crashes along this segment 
of Walker Ave. also indicates a need to improve safety along the 
street for all users.
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WALKER AVENUE TRAFFIC CALMING DEMONSTRATION
Eric Neimeyer

TEMPORARY DEMONSTRATION PERMANENT

TRAFFIC 
CIRCLES

BUMP-OUTS

CROSSWALKS
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Instead of this …

Why not something like this?

Concept: 
The railroad underpass on Mississippi Blvd. north of Crump Blvd. 
and south of Georgia Ave. is a eye-sore in its current state, a 
barrier between neighborhoods, and a deterrent to walking and 
bicycling along the street. The project proposes to clean the 
underpass and enhance the structure with lighting and public art 
to create a new community gateway and asset.

Inspiration: 
Artistic treatments to highway and railroad underpasses are 
increasingly common in cities around the country as they strive 
to create better conditions for walking and bicycling. In 
Memphis, a number of underpasses in the South Main area have 
been renovated in recent years, and the Cooper-Young trestle 
has been a neighborhood landmark for nearly two decades now. 

Benefits:
• Safety

• Improved lighting and decorative elements increase the 
sense of security in the underpass, which in turn creates a 
more inviting space and encourages more people to travel 
through

• Encouragement of pedestrian and bicycle use
• Quality of Life

• Promotes a more active lifestyle 
• Encourages social interaction 
• Positive correlation between walkability and real estate 

value
• Promotes environmentally responsible travel options
• Gateway

• Establishes a sense of place by creating landmarks and 
points of interest

• Positive introduction to the neighborhood 
• Links two distinct areas of the City

• Source of civic pride and creativity
• Enhances the historic/cultural identity of the 

neighborhood
• Promotes community engagement
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MISSISSIPPI BOULEVARD UNDERPASS GATEWAY
Mairi Albertson

Project Location



Martin Luther King, Jr.-Riverside Park:
This gem of a park is located to the south of 
downtown, and is largely unknown by many 
Memphians. The park currently includes:

• A boat ramp and entrance to the Marina
• Three pavilions
• Playground equipment; a ballfield and four 

lighted tennis courts
• Lake and scenic views 

Big River Crossing & Tom Lee Park:
Located to the north, Tom Lee Park is Memphis’ 
front porch on the Mississippi. The recent 
addition of the Big River Crossing on the Harahan 
Bridge creates access to new opportunities for 
recreation, but remains disconnected from the 
rest of the riverfront trails and parks. Tom Lee 
Park boasts:

• Pedestrian trails
• Beautiful views of the river
• Location for one of Memphis' most popular 

event—Memphis in May.
• Occasional street vendors
• The Memphis Grizzlies Riverfront Fitness Trail
• Basketball court
• Beale Street Landing

OVERALL CONCEPT:
Extend the RiverLine to establish a 
sustainable connection along the 
Mississippi River that will provide 
direct, safe access between MLK-
Riverside Park and the Big River 
Crossing, as well as to the other 
community assets in between.
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MLK-RIVERSIDE PARK CONNECTOR
Greg Dotson, P.E.

MLK-Riverside Connector: Proposed Route

Bikeway & Pedestrian Program
Division of Engineering

Shared-Use Path (Greenway)
Two-Way Cycle Track
Protected Bike Lanes
Marked Shared Lanes

MLK-Riverside Connector: By Facility Type

Bikeway & Pedestrian Program
Division of Engineering

Chickasaw Heritage Park:
Tucked away in a secluded area of the city, this 
park may count as the most historic site in 
Memphis. Over the centuries the land was 
occupied by a Native American community and 
the first European settlements in the modern-day 
area of Memphis. The park offers:

• Spectacular views of the Mississippi River
• National Ornamental Metal Museum (adjacent 

to the park)
• Basket ball court, walking trail, and picnic tables
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SOUTH MEMPHIS PUMP TRACK
Marlon Foster

“Pump track?” you ask. 
Let’s break it down.

1. Pump tracks are small, looping recreational trail systems that one can 

ride with minimal pedaling. They can consist of one simple loop, or 
several paths and loops spread over a large area.

2. Pump tracks are all-ages facilities with low barriers of access. 

Unlike mountain biking trails or long-distance road cycling,  pump 
tracks offer a bicycling activity that can be simultaneously enjoyed by 
all family members – young and old. Also unlike those other cycling 
activities, a pump track can be ridden with any type of bicycle – from a 
child’s bike purchased at Walmart to a mountain bike bought from a 
high-end vendor.

3. Pumps tracks are relatively simple and cheap to construct, and are 

available within a wide range of cost points. They are also scalable. A 
community can start small today, and expand the track over time.

4. Pump tracks can be permanent or semi-permanent facilities 

depending on the materials used. Facilities consisting of graded soil, 
concrete, and asphalt stay in place, while modular pump tracks built from 
treated lumber, composite materials, or metal can be easily re-located.

5. A pump track promotes physical activity and allows users 

to develop bicycling skills in a fun and safe environment.

So, what are your 
thoughts?



WHAT IS ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION?
"Active transportation refers to any form of human-powered transportation – walking, cycling, using a 
wheelchair, in-line skating or skateboarding. There are many ways to engage in active transportation, 

whether it is walking to the bus stop, or cycling to school/work."

MEMBER RESPONSIBILITIES:
Support active transportation efforts in South Memphis

Engage with community residents

Advocate for infrastructural improvements and transportation equity

Encourage community residents to use active forms of transportation

Participate in South Memphis Glide Rides
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SOUTH MEMPHIS ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION ADVOCACY GROUP
Lyndsey Pender



Take Me to the River 

I’d Stand the Rain 
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WILLIE MITCHELL BOULEVARD TRAFFIC CALMING & PLACEMAKING
Stephen Edwards, P.E.


