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M 
emphis continues to grow in its capacity for residents and visitors 

to travel efficiently and safely by bicycle. Back when I started 

working with the city in 2010, we were still considered one of the 

worst cities in the country for bicycling. With each passing year, however, 

we’ve grown in our ability to make smart investments and partner with orga-

nized community groups resulting in bicycling being more commonplace 

every day. It’s not unusual now to see whole families  riding bicycles to-

gether on their way to the local park, restaurant, or school. Each day, more 

people are taking advantage of the growing bicycle network, the community 

bicycle safety programs, and organized rides - and the results are fantastic! 

     The city now has more than 200 miles of bicycle facilities in use today. 

64% of those miles are dedicated bicycle lanes, protected bicycle lanes, 

shared-use paths, or off-street trails that don’t require sharing the same 

roadway space as automobiles. New projects are underway, in various stages of development, 

and are estimated to bring the total number of facilities to more than 350 miles by the end of 

2017. 

     Bicycle use is occurring more frequently where separated bike lanes and trails exists. Esti-

mates indicate that more than two-thirds of all bicycling activity is occurring on the bicycle lanes 

and trails rather than on shared streets. And those streets with dedicated bicycle lanes are 

proving to be safer for those riding bicycles. From 2010-2013, of the total 353 crashes involving 

bicycles, only 7% occurred where a dedicated bicycle lane or shared-use path had been con-

structed.  

     These improvements are not just evident to us; the rest of the country is noticing as well. 

Following on the heels of being named “Most Improved City for Cycling” by Bicycling magazine 

in 2012, the League of American Bicyclists designated the City of Memphis as an official 

“Bronze-Level Bicycle Friendly Community” in 2015. In 2017, Memphis will host two major bicy-

cling-oriented conferences, the 2017 TN Bike Summit and the 2017 Association of Pedestrian 

and Bicycle Professionals Professional Development Seminar, which will showcase the work 

happening in neighborhoods across the city. 

     In 2015, Memphis began “exploring” whether a public bike share system would be an asset 

for the community and worth pursuing. Explore Bike Share launched in early 2015 and spent 

the year listening and communicating with neighborhood residents and leaders across the city 

to understand what bike share would mean to them. The results indicated that Memphis is 

eager for bike share but only if that system is an asset to all Memphians, including underserved 

communities. Work continues on this effort and has a tentative launch date in 2017. 

     Despite the great success we’ve achieved so far, I’m more excited about what the future 

holds and the potential we have to make Memphis a premier destination for anyone using a 

bike from around the world. 

 

 Keep pedaling, 

   

 

 

Kyle Wagenschutz  Bicycle/Pedestrian Program Manager 
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1. Use and Activity 
Bicycling usage continues to rise throughout the City of Memphis. This positive growth 

trend has continued since 2008, and can be directly correlated to the increase in dedi-

cated bicycle infrastructure that doesn’t require sharing roadway space with automo-

biles. 71% of all bicycle usage is occurring where newly constructed bicycle lanes, pro-

tected bicycle lanes, shared-use paths, and off-street trails exist. 62% of bicycle usage 

is occurring where two bicycle lanes or a trails intersect. 

Generally speaking, bicycle counts are highest inside the I-240 loop, except at locations 

that provide trail access near Shelby Farms Park. Despite lower counts, there are still 

positive number of use at locations outside the I-240 loop. 

Most recent data indicates that 46% of bicycle usage occurs on weekends, but that 

there is consistent weekday usage associated with commuting with work or school and 

weekly errands. 58% of all bicycle usage occurs between 8am-10am and 3pm-6pm.. 

To meet national rates of bike use, additional interventions like educational programs, 

encouragement activities, and enforcement campaigns must accompany new infrastruc-

ture in order to encourage more residents to choose bicycling for the first time. 

71% of bicycle use is 

occurring where newly 

constructed bicycle 

infrastructure exists.  

This includes persons 

traveling for work, 

school, or utilitarian 

purposes (shopping, 

meals, & other 

personal reasons) as 

well as those persons 

using a bicycle for 

social or recreational 

riding . 

The Wolf River Greenway is a 30-mile corridor of protected green space 

along the Wolf River which includes a paved pathway for bicycles and pedes-

trians. Two phases of the project are complete, running adjacent to Hum-

phreys Blvd. from Walnut Grove Rd. to the Germantown City Limit. In 2015,  

174,222 people were counted using the trail, with 300 average weekday 

users and 760 average weekend users. 

 

The Wolf River Greenway project is being managed by the Wolf River Con-

servancy with partnerships between city and county governments, business, 

community groups and non-profits as well as private donors and foundations. 

For updates on future phases of development please visit the Wolf River 

Conservancy's website http://www.wolfriver.org/wolf-river-greenway-trail. 
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2. Infrastructure 
Since 2010, bike lane mileage in Memphis grew from 1.82 to 77.55 miles, a 4,160% 

increase. Off-street bicycle and pedestrian trails grew by 56%, from 19.96 miles to 31.59 

miles. These additions, along with other on-street bicycle routes, bring the total miles of 

bike infrastructure to 208.09 miles.  

Between 2010 and 2014, it is estimated that the cost to the City of Memphis to construct 

92 miles of new on-street bike lanes and bike routes was $262,000 ($65k annually). 

Furthermore, this investment leveraged an additional $463,000 in grants, private contri-

butions, and philanthropic support towards those same endeavors. Taken on a per mile 

basis, the City spent about $2,800/mile to create a nearly 100-mile bicycle network over 

four years, making bicycle lanes the least expensive transportation improvement to date. 

Based on funded and planned projects, Memphis is expected to add 120 new lane miles 

of  bicycle-specific infrastructure within its limits by 2017.  

EXISTING 2015 

Total Miles 208.09 

Shared-Use Paths 31.59 

Cycle Tracks 9.16 

Bike Lanes 68.39 

Shared Lanes 74.82 

Dirt Trails 24.11 

PAST 2013 

Total Miles 172.61 

Shared-Use Paths 30.97 

Cycle Tracks 0.63 

Bike Lanes 53.10 

Shared Lanes 63.80 

Dirt Trails 24.11 

PROJECTED 2017 

Total Miles 331.47 

Shared-Use Paths 56.97 

Cycle Tracks 25.99 

Bike Lanes 128.59 

Shared Lanes 95.80 

Dirt Trails 24.11 

For  printable and online maps of existing bike network, please visit www.bikepedmemphis.com. 

More than 200 miles of 

dedicated bicycle 

lanes, shared-use 

paths, and on-street 

bicycle routes are 

available to use today. 
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Key Projects 

For a full list of all funded bicycle projects, please visit www.bikepedmemphis.com. 

Most of these projects leverage 80% of total project costs from federal grant assistance. 

Beginning in 2013, the city began installing new protected bike lanes (aka cycle tracks) 

to bring better visibility to people riding bicycles and to provide additional separation 

from automobiles when traveling in the roadway. Nearly 10 miles are in place today, 

with an outlook of more than 25 miles by 2017. These lanes are easily identified by their 

distinct green pavement markings at intersections. 

25 miles of protected 

bike lanes will be 

available by 2017, 

providing safe and 

separated space to 

ride bikes in the road. 

Column1 Project Name Start End
Length 

(Miles)
Planned Improvement

1 Chelsea Avenue Greenline Washington Park Evergreen St 2.37 Shared-Use Path

2 Dr. MLK, Jr. Avenue Danny Thomas Blvd (US-51) Peabody Ave 0.83 Protected Bike Lane

3 Harahan Bridge West Memphis, AR Virginia Ave 0.93 Shared-Use Path (Bridge)

4 Neely Road Raines Rd Holmes Rd 1.96 Bike Lane

5 N. McLean Boulevard James Rd Chelsea Ave 1.78 Protected Bike Lane

6 Tillman Street (Hampline) Broad Ave Shelby Farms Greenline 0.67 Protected Bike Lane

7 Outland Road Winchester Rd Raines Rd 0.76 Bike Lane

8 Whitten Road Bartlett City Limit Macon Rd 2.26 Protected Bike Lane

9 Shelby Farms Greenline East Extension Farm Rd B St 4.12 Shared-Use Path

10 Riverdale Road Winchester Rd Shelby Dr 1.99 Bike Lane



3. Safety 
From 2003-2009, there were, on average,  93 crashes each year involving a person 

riding a bicycle. Since the implementation of new bicycle dedicated bicycle lanes and off

-street trails beginning in 2010, that average has dropped 6% to only 88 crashes per 

year. Beyond that positive trend, the number of people riding bikes has risen dramatical-

ly. From just 2010 to 2013, the estimated number of daily bicycle trips rose 277% across 

the city. Calculated against the declining average number of crashes each year, the rate 

at which bicycle-involved crashes are occurring are falling significantly—down 63% from 

2010 to 2013. 

One significant perspective about bicycle crashes relates to where they are occurring in 

Memphis. There are not any geographic trends that tie the crashes together, no loca-

tions where crashes are prevalent. Instead, one trend identified is that 93% of bicycle 

crashes occur where there is not a dedicated bike lane, protected bike lane, shared-use 

path, or off-street trail. Riding a bicycle along a new bike lane or trail has only accounted 

for 7% of the total bicycle-involved crashes since 2008. Research indicates that separat-

ed bicycle infrastructure makes people riding bikes more visible, more deliberate and 

intentional in riding, less likely to swerve into automobile traffic, and allows safer passing 

than roadways where bicycle and cars are required to share the lane. 
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Since 2008, only 7% of 

bicycle crashes have 

occurred where a 

dedicated bicycle 

lane or trail exists. 

Those routes account 

for 71% of citywide 

bicycling use. 

Dedicated bike lanes 

and trails will continue 

to play a large role in 

continuing to improve 

safety for the 

increasing number of 

people riding bikes. 



5. Bike Share 

4. Accomplishments 
 In 2015, Memphis was designated an official Bronze-Level Bicycle Friendly Com-

munity by the League of American Bicyclists. The University of Memphis and six 

local businesses have also received the Bicycle Friendly designation, including First 

Congregational Church in Cooper-Young which received the Platinum-Level award, 

the highest designation possible. 

 People for Bikes organized a national contest in 2015 called Everyday Biking. From 

April to November, a monthly ride had a theme and riders were counted along 

Broad Avenue. Memphis came in 2nd out of 10 in this competition beating cities like 

Chicago, Portland, and Seattle, but ultimately losing the title to Tucson, AZ. 

 In July 2015, the City began a bike parking program that allowed businesses to 

request bike racks be installed. In the last 6 months of 2015, 30 businesses re-

quested bicycle racks be installed for their customers. The City is working to expand 

and improve the program in 2016. 

 The Harahan Bridge project is on schedule to be completed in late 2016. This pro-

ject includes a shared-use path crossing the Mississippi River just south of down-

town into West Memphis, AR and will provide unobstructed vistas of downtown 

Memphis. 

 

 

 

In early 2015, the city partnered with DCA and 33 other partner organizations to further 
explore bike share and shared mobility in Memphis. The effort was intended to expand a 
2013 bike share feasibility study conducted by Alta Planning + Design. 
 
The team spent 12 months conducting focus groups, community listening sessions, and 
online survey data to compile a summary of general interest and possibilities for bike 
share in Memphis. While many of the comments were very detailed, a summary of the 
key points are below: 
 
 Memphis is eager for bike share but only if that system is an asset to all Memphi-

ans, including underserved communities 
 Memphians would use the system for work, play, errands, and exercise and want to 

see stations in both practical and entertainment locations 
 Everyone pictures their perfect system a little differently, but safety, trust, reliability, 

simple interactions, and multimodal connectivity are universal “must-haves” 
 Implementing bike share in Memphis must be an ongoing process of educating and 

creating awareness, coalition building within a broader transportation and shared 
mobility movement, and community engagement at the neighborhood level to en-
sure that the system is functional, fun, and reflects our city’s and unique communi-
ties’ spirits and cultures  

 If we are truly considering bike share as one solution for improving transportation in 
the city, we must remain open to nontraditional usage models that fit each neigh-
borhood (e.g., longer-term leasing via a community partner, bike-to-own) 

 
Work continues to finance and launch a public bike share system. Tentative plans are to 
have the system available for public use sometime in early 2017. 

In 2015, Memphis 

became the fourth city 

in Tennessee to be 

designated as a 

Bicycle Friendly 

Community. 

For more information about bike share, please visit http://www.explorebikeshare.com/. 
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For more information regarding bicycling programs in the City of Memphis, please contact: 

 

Kyle Wagenschutz 

Bicycle/Pedestrian Program Manager 

Division of Engineering 

125 North Main Street, Room 668 

Memphis, TN 38103 

(901) 576-6710 

kyle.wagenschutz@memphistn.gov 

www.bikepedmemphis.com 


