
RIVERSIDE DRIVE COMPLETE STREETS PROJECT 

In 2013, renowned urban planner Jeff Speck, presented a series of 

recommendations to the City of Memphis on what he felt were the most 

impactful ways of reshaping how Memphis residents engage with the waterfront 

along the Mississippi River.  

One of the recommendations of this plan noted that Riverside Drive “still 

functions much like a highway, moving four to five lanes of traffic speedily 

through downtown, creating a high-speed barrier that discourages pedestrian 

activity and river access.”  

To this point, Mr. Speck made a series of proposals that would help to reduce 

travel speeds of motor vehicles on Riverside Drive, increase the capacity for 

bicycle travel along the entire riverfront, and increase the safety and visibility of 

pedestrians attempting to cross Riverside Drive to gain access to the many 

parks and attractions along the Riverfront.  

 

Other key recommendations of Mr. Speck’s report related to Riverside Drive: 

 Addition of metered on-street parallel 

parking along the eastern edge of the 

roadway 

 Closure of surface parking lots at Tom 

Lee Park and Beale Street Landing 

 Addition of two-way protected cycle 

track separated from automobile traffic 

by a painted buffer and flexible 

delineator posts 

 Addition of tree canopy along Riverside 

Drive to provide necessary shade to 

those using the roadway 

In the section of roadway between Bass Pro Drive and Beale Street, Mr. Speck recommends reducing the number of automobile travel 

lanes from 4 to 2 (one in each direction of travel), constructing a two-way protected cycle track on the western side of the roadway (closest 

to the river) and adding new metered on-street parallel parking on the eastern side of the roadway. 

In the section of roadway between Beale Street and Georgia, Mr. Speck recommends reducing the number of automobile travel lanes from 

4 to 2 (one in each direction of travel), constructing a two-way protected cycle track on the western side of the roadway (closest to the 

river) and adding new metered on-street parallel parking on the eastern side of the roadway. The landscaped median would remain in 

place. 

RIVERSIDE (Proposed) - Bass Pro Drive to Beale Street 

RIVERSIDE (Proposed) - Beale Street to Georgia Avenue 

Where Did This Idea Come From? 

To read the  entire report, please visit www.memphistn.gov/riversidedrive 
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In order to best assess the feasibility of an alternative roadway configuration 

along Riverside Drive, the City of Memphis has launched a pilot project that will, 

for a short period of time, allow city officials to measure the direct impact of 

these changes to traffic patterns along Riverside Drive and parallel roadways. 

Additionally, the pilot will allow the city to observe factors related to safety and 

accessibility for persons traveling by foot or by bike.  

The purpose of this testing phase is to measure what the impacts of traffic flow 

will be along Riverside Drive and parallel routes as a result of the motor vehicle 

lane reduction. Some elements of Mr. Speck’s recommendations were not 

critical to understanding these impacts. His proposal would have been more 

expensive, difficult to implement and (if need be) later reverse at the end of this 

short term test phase.  

This approach is similar to methods used on other roadways in the city – Broad 

Avenue, Cleveland Street, Mississippi Boulevard – and represents a new 

innovative way to receive public comment and input on projects. Rather than 

discussing scenarios and situations from a theoretical standpoint, this approach 

allows a temporary change to the street to become the point of discussion and 

leads to a more complete project once the final vision is executed.  

The test period for this project is scheduled to last 12-18 months.  

Key factors and data being considered along Riverside Drive, but also along 

parallel roadways such as Front Street, Main Street, 2nd Street,   

& 3rd Street during the pilot include: 

 Automobile traffic volumes 

 Automobile speeds for comparison to 

posted speed limits 

 Vehicular crashes 

 Use by people riding bicycles or walking 

 Turning movements at key intersections  

 User experiences and comments 

The lane configuration on Riverside was recently changed between Beale Street and Carolina Avenue. This pilot project will be used to 

understand the impacts of reducing Riverside Drive from 4 lanes for automobile traffic to 2 (one in each direction). Additionally, the extra 

space left within the roadway has now been designated for use by persons riding bicycles or walking/running. A landscaped median 

separates the automobile traffic from the bicycle/pedestrian traffic. 

New intersection treatments are being used to indicate where automobile traffic and bicycle/pedestrian traffic will encounter each other. 

The bicycle pathway is indicated in green and the pedestrian pathway in white. These marking provide high levels of visibility to all users of 

the roadway and encourage caution when driving, walking, or riding a bike in this area. In each case, persons riding a bike or walking/

running have the right-of-way, indicated to automobile traffic by signs. 

Why Create A Pilot Project? 
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The purpose of this pilot project is to generate public discussion and encourage 

various opinions to be heard over a period of time. Coupled with the data and 

information being gathered in the field, this input will likely lead to an outcome 

that is more reflective of the community’s needs and better suited to a multitude 

of users. 

This is not the end of the discussion—This is only the beginning. 

There will be at least two addition community meetings related to this pilot 

project.  One will likely occur in the fall time, after school resumes and a 

sufficient amount of data has been collected, and another meeting in early 

spring 2015 with some more substantial findings from the data collection effort. 

 

In between those times, feel free to stay engaged and communicate your 

opinion through these methods: 

 Visit the city’s website for up to date information related to the pilot 

project including upcoming community meetings, data results, and any 

mid-pilot changes that might be warranted 

   WWW.MEMPHISTN.GOV/RIVERSIDEDRIVE  

 Send any comments about your experiences, good and bad, to the 

Division of Engineering: 

     City of Memphis Traffic Engineering 

125 North Main Street, Suite 668 

Memphis, TN 38103 

Tel: 901-636-6710 

Email: Engineering@memphistn.gov  

 Attend future community meetings 

 Take part in any feedback questionnaires  presented at meetings or 

online 

 

How Can You Provide Input? 

The pilot project the pilot will allow the city to observe factors related to safety and accessibility for persons traveling by foot or by bike, 

especially at key intersections where automobile traffic and bicycle/pedestrian must cross paths. The driveway entrance to surface 

parking lots at Tom Lee Park and Beale Street Landing are locations enhanced under the pilot project to raise awareness of this potential 

conflict area. 

The pilot project has encouraged a new group of users to now utilize the roadway for activities not feasible or safe under the roadway’s 

previous configuration. Running groups now regularly use the roadway for their group runs, accompanied by persons riding bicycles along 

the river bluff. Additionally, families are comfortable playing with their children and exploring new ways to have fun. 

mailto:Engineering@memphistn.gov?subject=Parking%20Meter%20Inquiries
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SOURCE: MEMPHIS URBAN AREA MPO REGIONAL BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN PLAN (2011) 


